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The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage  
2026 Capacity Building Grant Guidelines  
 
 
The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage offers two types of capacity building grants to 
assist its applicants.    
 

 Research and Travel Grants to help prospecƟve applicants develop and deepen 
their professional and programmaƟc capaciƟes and support exploratory phases 
of projects that may lead to future Center funding. These grants range from 
$2,000–$4,000.   

 Technical Assistance Grants to assist 2026 applicants with managing and 
compleƟng the Center’s applicaƟon process once they have been invited to 
apply. Grants of $500 to $1,500 are available beginning June 1, aŌer 
organizaƟons have been invited to submit a full applicaƟon.     

Please review our Capacity Building grant eligibility criteria and applicaƟon process 
on the following pages. 
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Research and Travel Grants 

Grants from $2,000–$4,000   

 

Funds for research and travel are offered to help the Center’s prospecƟve 
applicants research, develop, and deepen their professional and 
programmaƟc capaciƟes in contemporary art and public history.  Grants will be 
made to support exploratory phases of curatorial work that may lead to future 
Center funding, as well as travel to consult with potenƟal collaborators.  
OrganizaƟons applying for funds to strengthen a project proposed for the 
Center’s 2026 grantmaking cycle will be given priority for funding. Grants are 
not designed to support public programming.   
  

Who is Eligible?  

 All applicaƟons should be submiƩed by organizaƟons that meet the Center’s 
threshold eligibility criteria to apply for a CreaƟve Project or Evolving Futures 
grant. To review these eligibility criteria, visit the Center’s How to Apply 
webpage. Fiscally sponsored organizaƟons that meet the Center’s eligibility 
criteria for a CreaƟve Project grant may apply.   

 Official financial reports for the three most recent years available must be 
uploaded to the Center’s digital applicaƟon portal prior to any request for 
research and travel funds. If fiscally sponsored, an applicant must arrange for 
the fiscal sponsor to submit the sponsored organizaƟon’s annual expenses for 
the last fiscal year. 

 The person who will use the grant for travel or research must be a member of 
their organizaƟon’s curatorial or program staff, acƟve in the arts and/or 
cultural heritage sector and have a minimum of 5 years of work experience in 
the field. Support will be given for a maximum of two staff members. 
OrganizaƟons exploring projects with outside collaborators may apply on their 
behalf.  

 

 

 

http://www.pewcenterarts.org/apply
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Please complete the 2026 Research & Travel Funds Request Form here. 
Complete the brief form and upload documents as instructed. 

 

Research and Travel Grants  
How to Apply   

 
 
 

 Brief Project Proposal & Budget  
In 1 page, describe your request. Please make sure to address the following:   

o Tell us about your plans and specific area of research.  

o What are the pressing issues that you would like to explore?  

o Why is this dedicated funding criƟcal, and how would it benefit your organizaƟon?  

o What is your projected Ɵmeline?   

o Is anyone else involved in this work/research and if so, why?  

 

Ineligible projects and expenses include—   

o CreaƟve/arƟst projects (e.g., producing exhibiƟons, performances)  

o AƩending annual conferences (e.g., American Alliance of Museums)  

o Travel within 100 miles of the applicant organizaƟon 

o Other travel not directly related to program ideaƟon and development  

o Honoraria for salaried employees of the applicant organizaƟon 

o Costs for salary replacement  

 
Include a budget breakdown reflecƟng the real costs of the research to be undertaken. 
(Please note: budgets cannot include salary replacement costs or honoraria for staff.) 
 

Examples of qualifying expenses include but are not limited to—   
o Travel expenses: transportaƟon, accommodaƟon, per diem 

o Costs associated with bringing colleagues together for private or public meeƟngs, 
including honoraria for parƟcipaƟon (for external collaborators only) 

o Recording, transcripƟon, and translaƟon costs  

o AcquisiƟon of relevant publicaƟons, subscripƟons, and media 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/ThePewCenterForArtsHeritage/2026ResearchTravelFundsRequestFormREV
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Research and Travel Grants  
How to Apply (continued) 

 
 

LeƩer of Support   

Leaders of organizaƟons may apply without a leƩer of support. Full-Ɵme curatorial or 
program staff should submit a leƩer from the applying organizaƟon’s director or 
department head that shows support for the applicaƟon.  
  

 
Resume or Bio   

If the person who will use the grant for travel or research is not the organizaƟon’s leader, 
please provide a current resume or brief biography for them.   
  

 

Review Process  

All applicaƟons will be reviewed and approved by the Center’s ExecuƟve Director in consultaƟon 
with Center program staff.  Funds are limited and will be awarded on a rolling basis for use before 
September 2026.  Some lead Ɵme is required. 
  
 

QuesƟons about applying?   
Contact us at apply@pewcenterarts.org.  
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Technical Assistance Grants 

Grants up to $1,500 
 

Funds for technical assistance are offered beginning June 1, 2026 to assist 
organizaƟons applying for CreaƟve Project grants with managing and compleƟng the 
Center’s full applicaƟon process.  

 

Who is Eligible?  

 Independent and fiscally sponsored organizaƟons that have been invited to 
submit a full applicaƟon for a CreaƟve Project grant. InvitaƟons to submit a 
full applicaƟon will be sent in late May 2026, aŌer the compleƟon of the LeƩer 
of Intent to Apply (LOI).   

 Priority for technical assistance funds will be given to applicants with operaƟng 
budgets under $500,000, to those with no dedicated development staff, and to 
first-Ɵme applicants. 

Ineligible projects and expenses include—   

o Honoraria for lead arƟsts, collaborators, and/or thinking partners for the purpose of 
conceptual development of the project 

o CompensaƟon to full-Ɵme or part-Ɵme staff members of the organizaƟon for 
compleƟon of the applicaƟon 

o Travel within 100 miles of the applicant organizaƟon 

o Other travel not directly related to program ideaƟon and development  

o Honoraria for salaried employees of the applicant organizaƟon 

o Costs for salary replacement  
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A link will be distributed to applicants whose LOIs advance to the Full ApplicaƟon phase. 
Complete form as directed. 

 

Technical Assistance Grants 

How to Apply 

 

 

 

DescripƟon of how the funds will be used  
In 1 page, describe your plans for the funds. Please make sure to address the following 
quesƟons:   

o What kind of assistance do you need to complete the full applicaƟon?  

o Why is this dedicated funding criƟcal? How will it help your applicaƟon?  

o What is your projected Ɵmeline?  

o Whom do you expect to engage in this work?  
 

Budget breakdown  

Submit a breakdown of your budget reflecƟng the real costs of the applicaƟon-related work 
to be undertaken.   

Examples of qualifying expenses include but are not limited to—  

o GrantwriƟng assistance,  

o Recording, transcripƟon, and translaƟon.  

o AddiƟonal need-based expenditures will also be considered.  

 

Review Process  

All applicaƟons will be reviewed and approved by the Center’s ExecuƟve Director in consultaƟon 
with Center program staff. Funds are limited and will be awarded on a rolling basis for use before 
July 2026. 
 
QuesƟons about other costs that might qualify for a Technical Assistance Grant?  
Contact us at apply@pewcenterarts.org. 




